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different strategy. Analysis 
revealed that the ANC users 
found the differences 
between strategies less 
important than the 
providers, so the focus of 
the discrete choice 
experiment was on... 

Very few trials of 
communicable disease 
interventions are closely 
followed by operational 
research looking specifically 
a t  b a r r i e r s  t o 
implementation – barriers 
that could reduce the 
impact and effectiveness of 
alternative strategies when 
they are scaled up and 
rolled out at national level. 
It is vital that evidence for 
policy makers is collected 
not just on the efficacy of 
these strategies, but also on 
their relative acceptability 
and implementability.  

TARGETS is working in 
partnership with Dr Harry 
Tagbor at the Kwame 
Nkrumah University of 
Science and Technology 
(KNUST), Kumasi, Ghana, 
where a randomised 
controlled trial (RCT) to 
compare different strategies 
to protect pregnant women 
and their newborn babies 
from malaria has recently 
been completed. TARGETS 
has funded a project to 
support the trial at KNUST 
by undertaking additional 
research into how 
acceptable these strategies 
are both to the pregnant 
women using antenatal care 
(ANC) services, and to the 
healthworkers providing 
them.  

The implementability of 
different strategies is being 
assessed using an 
innovative combination of 
semi-structured interviews, 
health facility assessments 
and a discrete choice 
experiment.  

A  d i s c r et e  c ho i c e 
experiment is a method for 
m e a s u r i n g  p e o p l e ’ s 
preferences and how they 
trade between available 
options in a given situation. 
Earlier this year, TARGETS 
researchers Lucy Smith, 
Caroline Jones and Jayne 
Webster conducted focus 
group discussions and semi-
structured interviews with 
120 ANC users and 
providers from a range of 
health facilities involved in 
the KNUST trial, in order to 
find out their perceptions 
and experiences of each 
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Forthcoming    
Events 

MIM Pan-African 
Malaria 
Conference, 
Nairobi, Kenya 

TARGETS will be strongly 
represented at the 5th MIM 
Conference from 2nd—6th  
November 2009. 
Researchers will be 
presenting work on Malaria 
Early Warning Systems in 
East Africa, lessons learned 
from the Tanzania National 
Voucher Scheme and 
research on the 
effectiveness of delivery 
systems for ACTs in Senegal, 
Kenya and Ghana. 

  

The Union World 
Conference on Lung 
Health, Cancun, 
Mexico 

 

Partners from the TARGETS 
Consortium will be meeting 
at the Union Conference 
from 3rd—7th December 
2009. Work to be presented 
includes a report on the 
ZAMBART mini-labs and 
their significance to the 
ZAMSTAR TB prevalence 
survey due to begin at the 
end of this year in Zambia 
and South Africa, and 
findings from KNCV on the 
national TB drug resistance 
study in Tanzania. 
Researchers from LSHTM 
will represent TARGETS as 
members of the Stop TB 
Partnership, specifically as 
part of the New Diagnostics 
Working Group.  

“ Our work is to 
learn more about 
the limitations to 
each of these 
strategies in order 
to provide policy 
makers with a 
sound evidence 
base upon which to 
make their 
decisions. This study 
will help to assess 
the most acceptable 
strategy for 
protecting pregnant 
women, according 
to the perception of 
the women 
themselves and the 
healthworkers 
responsible for 
delivering these 
interventions ”  

 
Lucy Smith 
TARGETS Researcher 



The TARGETS RPC is formed by seven partner organisations: 

Ifakara Health Institute, Tanzania; MAAS CHRD, India; ZAMBART, Zambia; INDEPTH 

Network, Ghana; Makerere University, Uganda; KNCV TB, Netherlands and the  

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK. 

For more information about TARGETS research contact Alexandra.Hyde@lshtm.ac.uk 

the form of scenarios. The 
scenarios must be 
c o n ve y e d  t o  t h e 
respondents in ways that 
are easy to understand, so 
the TARGETS study also 
piloted a range of visual 
and verbal presentation 
techniques. Two scenarios 
are shown each time and 
the respondent is asked to 
choose the scenario they 
prefer (the qualitative 
interviews are then further 
used to reinforce the 
findings of the discrete 
choice experiments by 
offering reasons for the 
choices). 

...providers. The initial 

interviews established the 

specific attributes and 

characteristics of each 

intervention according to 

the ANC providers, while 

the discrete choice 

experiment quantified 

these attributes and 

ranked them by 

importance as optimising 

factors or barriers to 

implementation.   

The discrete choice 
experiment involves 
presenting the different 
characteristics of each 
strategy to participants in 

The results of the first 
stage of this study 
‘Intermittent screening and 
t r e a t m e n t  v e r s u s 
intermittent preventive 
treatment of malaria in 
p r e g n a n c y :  u s e r 
acceptability’ has been 
submitted for publication. 
The second phase of the 
s t u d y  i n v o l v i n g 
quantitative data collection 
is currently underway.  

For more information 
contact 
Lucy.Smith@lshtm.ac.uk 

Using discrete choice experiments to determine the 
acceptability of malaria interventions (continued) 

TARGETS Partner Research News 

MAAS-CHRD, India 

TARGETS is pleased to welcome Solomon Salve from the MAAS Centre for Health Research 

and Development (India) to the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine this 

September.  Solomon begins his PhD research at the School, joining Mishal Khan and 

Musonda Simwinga as the third student to be supported through TARGETS on a 

Commonwealth Scholarship. Solomon’s research will look at the management of TB-HIV co-

infection by Private Medical Practitioners (PMPs), and its implications on TB and HIV drug 

resistance in Pune, Maharashtra State, India.  

This interdisciplinary study will contribute to a holistic understanding of the relationship 

between policy and practice with regards both to TB and HIV, and public and private sectors. 

ZAMBART, Zambia 

ZAMBART is currently  preparing for a 

large-scale TB prevalence survey in 

sixteen sites across Zambia. The survey 

is part of the ZAMSTAR study,  a 

community randomised trial of two 

interventions, improved case finding 

(ICF) and combined TB/HIV activities at 

household level (HH).  

Researchers at ZAMBART have used 

Google software to map out the control 

areas to be included in the prevalence 

survey, such as communities in Lusaka 

(right). 

“ TB and HIV are major public 

health problems in India. Apart 

from a HIV-TB coordination 

programme run by the public 

sector, there is limited 

understanding about the 

management of co-infection in 

the private health sector, which 

handles a substantial burden of 

both TB and HIV ” 

Solomon Salve  

TARGETS Researcher 
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Working with Harry Tagbor and the team at 
KNUST, Kumasi, Ghana 


